
    

Well, here we are already a month into the new school year and less 

than month away from the beginning of triplicate holidays! I have al-

ways loved fall for so many reasons… Farmer’s Markets, Art Fairs, 

school shopping, fall football games (especially with marching bands – 

go Gophers!), apple cider, pumpkin carving, fall leaves and those “oh 

who doesn’t love ‘em” cool fall nights. We spend these days getting 

back into the school year routine, cleaning out the flower and vegeta-
ble gardens, and cleaning out the garage in anticipation of the long, 

messy winter to come.  

 
And, since I’ve been a member of MBW, I have added another fall fa-

vorite to the list and that is the October Banquet! It’s one of my favor-

ite meetings for all the right reasons, I think. 

 
First, we’ll celebrate our Woman of Year and the Business of the Year. 

These are both wonderful causes to feel good about what women can 

accomplish in their lives and in the workplace. We never seem to have 

a shortage of women in our community, who have the skills, drive and 

opportunity to make a real difference, women who are spectacular 

role models to rest of us, who encourage us and inspire us. This year is 

no different and eight times more amazing than usual! J 
Businesses of the year sometimes are more challenging because we 

have very high expectations. We want an organization that not only 

talks the talk but also walks the walk! We want a business that truly 

supports women in all stages of their career - a business that invests 

and empowers women with opportunity and training and invites them 

to take leadership roles. 

 
Having these awards to share at the banquet should be reason enough 

to celebrate, but we also have a special speaker for the evening and 

the Annual Silent Auction. Local businesses and some of our members 

donate items (you’ll be very impressed with all of the wonderful items 
again this year) and the profits of this auction go to support our great 

programs. 

 
Please RSVP today! You won’t want to miss this one! I know I can 

hardly wait! 
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  Beth and the girls on the trail.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Angela and Jeanette talking  

 to the horses. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

      Julie and  Alayna 
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In September the mentoring group went horseback riding at 

El Rancho Menana.  It's an active horse ranch and 

campground by Richmond.  We had an absolutely gorgeous 

day to ride horses through the woods.  The leaves were just 

starting to turn, the weather was perfect and the sky was a 

beautiful blue.  We couldn't have asked for a better day.  Some 

of the girls were a little tentative about getting on a horse, 

but everybody stayed in their saddle and enjoyed the after-

noon.   In October we're planning on a fall sleepover.  The 

weather should be perfect for a bonfire and some S'mores.    

Mentoring 

All lined up and ready to go.  



Working Women—

Working Together 

 

 

Board Members Please Remember Board  

Meeting Tuesday October 8th 12 Noon  

at Jake’s 

 
Agenda to include:     

 

October Banquet 

Status of That’s My Pan fundraiser 

Financial Report 

NAPW 
 

***************************** 

Raffle Contributors 
November—Carol Laumer 

December—Joyce Standfuss 

January—Teri Beyer 

February—Jeni Ritz 

March—Beth Wepplo 

April—Chris Carlson, Elisabeth Reynolds, Deb Paterson 

May—Julie Asmus 

June—Donna Brau 

 

***************************** 
 

MBW Monthly Meeting 
November 19th—5:30 p.m.  

At the Oaks 

Mary Swatzky 
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MBW Annual Recognition Banquet 

 

October 15th—5:30 p.m.  

At the Oaks 

 
Woman of the Year & Business of the 

Year will be recognized 

 

Kimberly Giles will be our Speaker 

 

“Be a Bucket Filler” 

 
Early Childhood Mentor, Trainer and Author. 

 

Kimberly has been working in the field of Early Childhood for over 20 

years.  Besides speaking at early childhood events across the country, Kimberly 

develops educational materials, works with child care programs in developing 

marketing materials, assists in developing, managing and delivering family 

child care education projects, and coordinates 5 annual early childhood confer-

ences each year.  Kimberly has authored two children picture books with a nu-

trition theme and works with the Minnesota Child Care Resource & Referral 

Network in developing and delivering quality training to child care profession-

als in Minnesota.   She also serves as an accreditation observer for the National 

Family Child Care Association.   
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MBW Executive Board Meeting  

September 10, 2013 
Present:  Jeni Ritz, Angela Koosman, Patti Dols, Terri Beyer, Kathy Dil-

lon, Deb Paterson 

 

Business items: 
The list of nominations for Business of the Year and Woman of the Year 

from last year was reviewed and prepared to select for General Mem-

bership confirmation. 
The October banquet will be October 15th at the Oaks restaurant. The 

speaker, Kimberly Giles, address is titled “Bucket Fillers”. The cost will 

be $25 per member with a cash bar. A reminder for donations for the 

silent auction, proceeds which will go to our shelter house room. 

 
A discussion was held on the Spring State Convention planning. We will 

be asking the State Association to let us set the date for the Saturday 

after Girl’s Night Out so that attendees can join us on Friday night. We 

are planning for 30-40 attendees. Jane Vikse and Jeni Ritz will be in 

charge of organizing welcome bags. All members are asked to look for 

items to place in these welcome bags. We need one more person on the 

planning committee, it will be opened up to the general membership at 

the September meeting 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Angela 
The current report shows a checkbook balance of $6,061.01, a saving ac-

count balance of $2,767.77, and a total balance of $8,828.78.  Interest 

was not calculated in as we have not received a bank statement from 

Bremer because of their computer change over. Interest will be added 

when we receive our statement. 

Membership Report – Jane        None at this time 

Fundraising – Jeni                         None at this time 
Programs - Deb/Jeni 

September - Janessa with Distinguished Women 

October - October Banquet 

November - Mary Swatzke 

December - Holiday Party 

 
Mentoring - Julie                           None at this time 

  

Newsletter items are due to Kathy Dillon by October 1st 
Next Exec Meeting: October 8thh at noon at the Goodness Coffee shop 

downtown Willmar, across the street from Interior Design.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Patti Dols, Secretary 
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MBW Meeting 

September 17, 2013 

Oaks Restaurant 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 by Donna Brau 
Introductions were shared around each persons favorite part of fall. The 

Collect was read. Members shared brags for the brag box. An official 

welcome to Betty Gubrud as a new member. Betty is the Sales Ac-

counting Manager at Jennie-0 Turkey Store. 

Program 
Michelle Marotzke and Emily Daniel shared information about the Dis-

tinguished Young Women Program. It is the oldest national scholarship 

program for high school graduates. They shared the selection, judging, 

and focus of the program. A new component is called Fast Forward to 

invite current high school girls to shadow the activities the year before 

they are eligible to participate. 

Treasure Report  
The treasurer’s report was presented by Angela. A motion by Joyce and 

seconded by Jeni  to approve the report. Motion carried. 

Fundraising 
Jeni explained the “That’s my Pan” fundraiser. For each item we need 

to add $1.90 for shipping. Orders are due at the October Banquet. If you 

need an order sooner, as soon as there are 8 items, Jeni can place an or-

der. 

Banquet 
Business of the Year has not been confirmed yet. We will vote by E-mail  

when confirmed 
Women of the Year will be the “Willmar 8”. A motion was made by 

Linda and a second by Stacy to approve this nomination. Motion car-

ried. 

Mentoring 
The September activity will be horse back riding. The October activity 

will be an overnight sleepover 

MPW women’s symposium 
This event will be September 28th in Mankato. 9:30-3:10 If you would like 

to attend, please contact Donna Brau 

Newsletter 
Newsletter items due to Kathy Dillon by October 1st. Kathy is looking 

for a replacement to do the monthly newsletter. Please contact Donna 

if you are willing to accept this task for the group 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 

Raffle item was provided for by Patti Dols 

Next Meeting is October  15th at the Oaks 

 

Respectfully submitted by Patti Dols, Secretary 
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